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® Under Threat: State Theatre in Hong Kong by G.W. Grey, S.F. Liu, Hong Kong, 1952, DATE: 23/3/2016 -
Docomomo International http://www.docomomo.com/heritage
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 EIERIE ¢ (HLEERZ  CBESEESE) |, p A8 WS ¢ (FILER  BEM EEIEEEY) |, p.170; “Litle
Fujian (Fukien) ' Sub-Neighbourhood and Community in North Point, Hong Kong”, Journal of the Hong Kong
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society Vol. 17 (1977) ,p.113; {EXafEd N —rmE B ( BEVET ) FYEZEEEMEE
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https://talkcinema.wordpress.com/2009/06/05/
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8 e Al A\ BUEE B befas=RT 4~ "l emphasise here that this is not just another theatre, but the result of
combined efforts to genuinely meet the needs of the community for healthy entertainment”, "Empire Theatre In
King's Road", The South China Morning Post, 1952+ 12 5 10 H » £+H -
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" Er e R B e, 5517, 5] International Films Ltd.( Managing Director - [fij International Films Ltd. 2 & H 2
HEBEKEES - "International Films, Steady Progress Reported", The South China Morning Post, 1952 £ 1 H
24 H:%tH: (KEEFEREHKRTHER, - Vol 7No.29) »1960F 1 H19H » F—H -

12 g i 1 the Impresarios Association of the Far East /] executive vice- chalrman Billboard Music Week
1+ 1962 4 8 H 18 HAY—%"Asian Music Fest to Make Full Bow"#2H (55 —1/5H ) B 4EL : "Odell, a
most energetic impresario, has been providing the Colony with top-class entertainment, under the most difficult
conditions, for a number of years”.

13 Dictionary of Hong Kong Biography, p.346; The Quarterly Newsletter for The Hong Kong Heritage Project
2015/No. 1, Hong Kong Heritage PrOJect p.6.
'* “HK Says ‘Thank you Harry Odell”, The South China Morning Post, 22 December 1975.

'® Dictionary of Hong Kong B/ography p.346; BER%r ¢ (EARgEEFGGmE) o A EEY > 200944 H 15
H - http://yp.worldjournal.com/bookmark/2319195-

Y%E5%9C%A8%ES5%A4Y% A7 %E6%ICY83%ES5%A0%82%ES5%8A%87 % EI%I9%A2%EE%8AY%BDY%E7%85%
99 5 JRAIFERIENK © (FUUEBAVEEES | RgE A HERE) -

'® “The role of Jews in the making of Hong Kong” by Sarah Lazarus, The Post Magazine, The South China
Morning Post, 14 December 2014.

7 (HESHE) 195412 58 H B B H




SETATRARIERT ) o MRS 1969 fEEESS IR HABRE - R SEEIEERTT - P1971 AR
IbesR TR, o SEFEETIIALKE - BERLUBERCEER BE > ETEEME AN (/)
(1976 4F) REMELINRHREY " LHSHEEETURST B EaS 78R 1970 R 1980 4E{X

sk A -

s Bkbe S sy 2EVERPT - B A HERVESRET - SRWPRIEIERIN i’ﬂﬁ%‘*ﬁfélﬁi
BRI (HEERER) WitEERENRER M AZ h—E "TEX, (gigantic) AYEEEEY) -
Hee BRPeER A T SR AE=N (proscenium) SRS EETINEIGEME - AR/ D RBEIH B SHZR ~ BRI R SR
TR G IEE T B R I AR NEER R T E Isaac Stern®! ~ HARZHHEESIAHET R TR,
EEFE TR SR EP ST e - B R A EE s GESEE) ¥ - HEE Katherine
Dunham FEEES » 2°[f 1955 LRI FIEDY F7J<TE§@%J REUGEREFH > e TEKAIVEERER
A HE ST EE - PTEE L EAEE (1962 5 ) BRS BZHU’%.‘%& #wikE—HE
e —E B Yy L SE SRR IS - 275%J:ﬂﬂ’]%%&fﬁ% » 1956 4F 2 H > EEEXF S E Peter
Pears . 20 that i aEmy =4k (Edh2¢ Benjamin Britten #y)sEZ &/ T LH0EET LB  1ETHARE 5
PFRE T TR EMEEES > MBS LT EZEEGIREEI A » WNEM(ERX N HEE
g o 2

Bl 52 S8 % - B FoREE > CEim e (ERFHEGEEE) B TAREESIE | IS R R
T BEEIOHOSET TEE, 5 01971 4 T ABEBEIE , B TRELIEEIE | 2 EER
B DUEERE 3 B RS« SRS ZHE - MR A T E S E R R R
Gk o o

"8 (TpEpER) 0 1969 4E 3 H 27 H » HIUE -
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https:/talkcinema.wordpress.com/2007/10/12/%E5%9F %8B%E5%9C %A8%E5%BBY%A3%E5%91%8A%E6%9
D%BF%E5%BE%8C%E7%9A%84%E 7%9A%87 %E9%83%BD%E6%88%B2%E9%99%A2/

20 "Empire Theatre In King's Road", The South China Morning Post, 1952 4 12 5 10 H » &+ -
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2 (Treme) 1956 4R 1 H 4 H » HIUE -

%5 The South China Morning Post, 1957 £ 8 F 9 H » 551 H -

2 (TrawdR) 195545 H 22 H - =

?" RTHK Radio 4 Fine Music magazine - March 2012, p.11; RTHK Radio 4 Fine Music magazine - November
2013, p.13.

2 ThepSouth China Morning Post, 1956 %22 H 2 H » - —H : The Travel Diaries of Peter Pears, 1936-1978,
p.53.

O EReR - RUER (% S5 19405-1960s) - pp174-175.
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N (mEIaTATIE) - B
http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/documents/2199315/2199705/Cantonese Opera Master-C.pdf
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% Under Threat: State Theatre in Hong Kong by G.W. Grey, S.F. Liu, Hong Kong, 1952, DATE: 23/3/2016 -
Docomomo International http://www.docomomo.com/heritage

36 (EEHR) 19524812 H 8 H » 5 » 55 _H ; "The New Empire Theatre", The Hong Kong and Far
East Builder, Vol.9, No.2, Jul - Sep 1951, pp. 21-22.
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% FH5RAT George. W. Grey tie— IR - fi i) 1950 £EH (S R FFHI RETEL G F R TR 8 £/ -
Hong Kong and Far East Builder, March - April 1950, p. 15

%9 "The New Empire Theatre", The Hong Kong and Far East Builder, Vol.9, No.2, Jul - Sep 1951, pp. 21-22.




AL AT ESAT - 79t S REFIIT 2 F - ¥ (7%) AR/ NMITITES (architrave)
HEARIERIAT » A T — (B B AR AR,

S RSP R B 2R 0 iR IHE — RS INE U4 8T 2R (parabolic roof trusses) fi¢ 1
TiIREFRAC - B —RoKER - MR DA 2 - SRasREERry © ZAMise = Bbe sk A TR AE LA E AT
R RA RN R RS E - B BRI R IR - DB ERE RN A
FIVHER - MYISIPHLRIE THIZREUE BRI IERVHTZR S BT - SR HE MR REGT A EE R
B BRNEEINYE REBERER o CHHTAE R B E B R TRMRIE e - © (E
)

SIUPILEIN_ESMNERHTZR - Ry T BRI SL 2R - (IER GG RS > EERE AR
fRT - EIREBRAINTA - BAA TIRREREY (AFEILRR%) THVERSSE - 1 1953 4
HEEN Y ko oo THVER (FRROAN) o B —Fas R — R S Bl R - EBIH EAIMT
25 D) P BEEAR - JEEBIR - WA REIER SR 2R - Y (B IMEEREBES - NE &
aatfFTIR - ZITUREHY R S50 - (Y 1953 4£/\H B0 (FREAON) > ZREBE R TR/
6 F B S EBERE Ry A > n] RS e RS TR SRR (R A X i R il H Y SAE -

BB ER G » DLE R EE S B BB e P SR REEAR TG » EHRE ARG R - B - B
DI BB P I R EI Y B 58T - R TR AR ENUR - ERIEY Gt R R AT
TR = K S RAS BT R I R E TRHT 2R L Rl =5 9% TER (bowstring girder) 173 > DUBRIKA =AM
I T EE A R B - 554N B E NS ELUEE(CE S (ultramodernism) B - IR R &
FeMEE S TIRABEZIEGT - T HhE A Ry = N EEERIY—3 5 -

SEEPE (1959 - )

1958 4F » Hong Kong Enterprises Ltd [ A3l = ke stk iy A BB 5 > ™ > p IR 10 s
Michael Anthony Xavier &t » *Hik SRS ATRATIRE » 0= BIFCERR EE BT - &85 - i)
BERETIRIGEE S » SRR EFRBERINIEIRE - AR BT M S E) - M
JRACHVIB RS LT B oy Bt ME RS AIUE B — g reYs - i Atk TEME T = - 1HRE
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“On the outside a sculpture of bold design pictures ‘The Prime Minister Tung Cheuk and the Girl Singer Tue Sim’
in a rather alarming mixture of ancient history and modern art. The West comes into it too, though, for further
down the sculpture there is a Greek beauty with a harp and precious little else. European and Thailand dancers
come and even a writer have a place in the plaque, one gathers, but no-one is quite so preeminent as the girl
from Greece.”; 1952 £ 12 H 14 HAY (FEBHR) H=5& » B—H WA K (SSREMRTHYAHHE) §CE -
O(HEBH®) o 19524E 12 A8 H > BETIR B TH

*2 "The New Empire Theatre", The Hong Kong and Far East Builder, Vol.9, No.2, Jul - Sep 1951; (ZEfF{HIER)
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® iR E YRS E  FIE RN R SR B Y E IS (& 20152 12 H 16 H
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MEmER . (ERELA) (UNEHBEE) httpss/www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rJ3900KoJk

* "The New Empire Theatre", The Hong Kong and Far East Builder, Vol.9, No.2, Jul - Sep 1951 pp. 21-22.

* The State Theatre, 12 (The Land Register) .

47 FE[E R Detail of Stadium Alteration of Empire Theatre’ » 1958 412 5 1 H » EFZE HHE4E -
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49 “Theatre opens today”, The South China Morning Post, 1959 422 A 8 [ » 5= -
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51 &g H Dr. Andrea Hamilton, Director of Research, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering,
Strathclyde University 2015 4E 12 5 17 HEYEE N -

s YR SRS - BRI T AL 2016 4 2 3 HIVEEINE ; &
$rE (EEEFTONEGEESGGT) HEE - IEESSEEYERE - TEREEEEG I E A AR
iy & E M1 (Dr. Stephen Davies) 2015 4 12 F 22 HEYBE N -

% Under Threat: State Theatre in Hong Kong by G.W. Grey, S.F. Liu, Hong Kong, 1952, DATE: 23/3/2016 -
Docomomo International http://www.docomomo.com/heritage
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IN EVERY SPHERE OF MUSIC, ONLY THE BEST
HARRY ODELL

in Co-Operation with
THE AMERICAN NATIONAL THEATRE & ACADEMY
proudly preseats

ELEANOR STEBER

METROPOLITAN OPERA STAR
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SOPRANO

EDWIN BILTCLIFFE AT THE PIANO.
ADMISSION: $15.40, $12.80, $10.20, $7.60
BOOK NOW AT
International Films, Ltd., 107 Holland House,
Tals. 21832 & 31488°
Empire Theatrs, Tels. 70103 & 70104
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([El /25 : Hong Kong in the '60s - https://www.facebook.com/groups/HK60s/?fref=ts )
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IP_TI %Eﬁkﬁ%ﬁﬁ ~fir 55l - George. w. Grey
([l 75« Hong Kong and Far East Builder, March - April 1950, p. 15)

B 1 1952 A3 S EEIE (/) 1960 fﬁzﬁﬂﬁkﬁmﬁﬁatéﬁ /Fﬂ (75 )
(E R #JE : Cinema Treasure - http://cinematreasures.orq/theaters/1 7530/photos/8976, Vintage

Hong Kong at Night - http://www.viewfromthisside.com/2015/04/29/vintage-hong-kong-at-night/ )
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(EAMEE R R - AIRRD
(BEASEEAERE R ZKJE © Edward Denison, Luke Him Sau, Architect: China's Missing Modern, p.222)
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1) FEREL
BHRREEF I Y)RERE T T

“I can tell you for a fact that there is no other building in Hong Kong that has adopted the reinforced
concrete external parabolic trusses. As far as | know, it is very likely to be one of a kind in Asia. Such a
structural system is more commonly used for bridges, and rarely for buildings.” (email from Dr. Lee dated

3 Feb 2016)

“If we think about it, the State/Empire Theatre is even more unique, in the sense that it is the product of
professionals from three different (but related) disciplines: Grey was a quantity surveyor, Liu was an
architect, and Lau was a civil engineer! Significantly, the project was led by the surveyor instead of the
architect, probably because Grey was the only one who had the Authorised Architect qualification. In the
past, trained architects, surveyors and engineers could qualify as Authorised Architect, which was changed
to "Authorised Person” after the W.W.II because of complaints from the surveying and engineering
professions who did not like their professional identities to be confused with architects. And more
significantly, the dominance of the civil engineer in the design comes across very clearly — civil engineers
design bridges, among other civil engineering structures, and this explains the unusual structural system
for the theatre, which is one mostly used for bridges!”  (email from Dr. Lee dated 5 Feb 2016 )

2) Dr. Andrea Hamilton

Director of Research

Senior Lecturer in Structural Engineering Materials

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Strathclyde University, University of Strathclyde

*Dr. Hamilton is also Visiting Lecturer at both The University of Hong Kong and The Chinese University of
Hong Kong

“The parabolic members of Empire Theatre are certainly among the first if not the first of their kind. During
the war, very little advanced construction happened, so the earliest buildings showcasing new design
were after the war. Also the concrete mix used would be completely unlike modern concrete and would be
worth scientific study because the building has lasted quite well. The parabolic construction is a pre-cursor
to the elegant work of Calatrava and who used similar construction styles much later.

“I'm really sad you have to defend such a building, conserving it should be the only option and not a
debate!” (email from Dr. Hamilton dated 17 Dec 2015 )

3) EER{HL (Dr. Stephen Davies)
(EEERMNEGER TG ) FiE - ATE AR MYERE - FEREREELFiE
P EE e G

“I'd put good money on this being possibly unique and absolutely certainly extremely rare. After all, if
building large enclosed spaces this way had been at all common, there would be examples mentioned in

the architectural literature and as sure as eggs is eggs, there’d be an image or two that popped up on
Google when one searched.
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I've tried every variant | can think of using ‘exterior/external’, ‘tied’, ‘bowstring’, ‘arch’, ‘truss’, ‘roof’. 60% of
images that come up are bridges. 40% are internal tied bowstring arch roof trusses with the roof over the
top. So far not a single example of ANY sort of external arch roof truss has swum by.

My own take to help me get a handle on what I'm seeing is that the architects were having a stab in
concrete at something like what is now a very common design technique for lightweight tents. Create an
arch out of aluminium or carbon fibre poles. Hang the tent from them.” ( email from Dr. Davies

dated 22 Dec 2015 )

4) Z2H 4% DOCOMOMO ( hitp://www.docomomo.com/heritage )

Under Threat: State Theatre in Hong Kong
by G.W. Grey, S.F. Liu, Hong Kong, 1952
DATE: 23/3/2016

State Theatre is tHe last grand Post-War stand-alone theatre structure still remaining in Hong Kong today.
Originally known as Empire Theatre when it opened to the public in 1952, it is a towering landmark in the
district of North Point in Hong Kong.

Designed by G. W. Grey and S. F. Liu, this representative example of Modern Movement architecture is
exceptionally valuable because of its singular roof construction. The remarkable use of "parabola-like"
concrete arches rising over the building is unique for a theatre in the entire world. This striking design
carries the reinforced concrete roof slabs over the auditorium, enabling a capacity of over 1.300 seats.
Further features of this rare roof construction include favourable acoustical conditions due to the special
curvature of the roof slabs, and beneficial isolation from external sounds for the main hall.

The theatre’s value also comes from the pioneering spatial solutions it offered to Hong Kong in the 1950s.
It was the first in Hong Kong to provide underground parking facilities for customers. After a conversion in
1959, which was also when the theatre name changed from Empire to State, the carpark was turned into a
shopping arcade and an apartment block was added behind the theatre. State Theatre was in operation up
until 1997, after which it was converted into a snooker hall.

Unfortunately, State Theatre is now endangered and there are rumours about its possible demolition. The
greatest threat to its existence is an on-going buyout of the complex that houses the former theatre. Upon
completion of the buyout, it is expected that the theatre will be demolished in favour of a high-rise
commercial/residential development to be constructed in its lot.

State Theatre is enlisted as one of the buildings to be assessed for potential grading by the Antiquities
Advisory Board of Hong Kong. However, it remains unclear when the assessment will take place. Despite
significant alternations done to the interior of the building, State Theatre is still undoubtedly a piece of
valuable built heritage, for its historical and cultural significance, as well as for the rarity of its architectural
structure. Therefore, the demolition of such a significant building for the understanding of innovative
architectural solutions must definitely be reconsidered, as it would be a major loss not only to the city of
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Hong Kong, but also to the recent history of architecture and to the research of pioneering construction
methods using concrete.

docomomo International would like to raise awareness on this case and express its full support to all
initiatives conducted against the possible demolition of such a significant example of built heritage.

Please refer to the enclosed report by Prof. Dr.-Ing. Jos Tomlow of Zittau/Gérlitz University of Applied
Sciences and also a member of the docomomo International Specialist Committee on Technology: Tomlow,
J., Report on the preservation of the State Theatre in Hong Kong and its possible nomination on a Heritage
list (1952). Zittau, Hochschule Zittau/Gérlitz, 2016.

Download PDF

18



SELR

BUNER} -
+iEECM (The Land Register)
EFE I EAE

HSCEAE -

HER: (B LER AN RIIEREREYE) - FEAESETEYEE - 2005 4F -
HER ¢« (OLEEGZ)  BEREEEE) o FEER (F%) ARAE > 20154 -
AR (BRAFHIERD - KREEAHENRE) » ®EkgE - 2012-
SRR~ RRETE . (BT 1940s-1960s) o =REE (FE) AIRATE > 2013 4 -
Ped - T EBERRATE ) ENYVNE () ¢ (CERTA  hEEAEESCE) (25-831 H) 0 Fi
KA » 1997 4F -

wHEM - (FHBEGHET - B - TEER (F%) BIRAE > 20154 -
FBEEATE S - (BVEEE | BHRME G REEEATEEE) | HEEERIZ g, 2006 4 -

FIEAF -

Edward Denison and Guang Yu Ren, Luke Him Sau, Architect: China's Missing Modern,
(Chichester, West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons Inc, 2014)

Gregory E. Guldin, “Little Fujian (Fukien) ' Sub-Neighbourhood and Community in North Point,
Hong Kong”, Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society Vol. 17 (1977 ) , pp.112-
129.

May Holdsworth and Christopher Munn (ed) , Dictionary of Hong Kong Biography (Hong Kong
University Press, 2012) .

Philip Reed (ed) , The Travel Diaries of Peter Pears 1936-1978, (Woodbridge: Boydell Press,
1995) .

HwE ST

(EAETEHHAR)

(EBH®R )

( LreHsid )

(RO )

CHES H )

CREEAERE KR H% - Vol 7 No.29) » 196041 H 19 H
Billboard Music Week

Hong Kong and Far East Builder

RTHK Radio 4 Fine Music magazine

The China Mail

The Quarterly Newsletter for The Hong Kong Heritage Project 2015/No.1, Hong Kong Heritage
Project

The South China Morning Post

4
19



Cinema Treasures - http://cinematreasures.orq/

DOCOMOMO - docomomo.com

TEVEEERE - http://www.funeralhongkong.com/
R4 i EEE - Wi - http:/hk.on.cc/

EkfzE Talk Cinema - https:/talkcinema.wordpress.com/
Vintage Hong Kong at Night - http://www.viewfromthisside.com
YOUTUBE - www.youtube.com

= EH 4 - hitp://yp.worldjournal.com/

FERFRE - TN - TR GG - http://www.10mostlikedarchitecture.hk/
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