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11



&%l pBEL952 . IW”_YT "0 iF,(i"3= f}X...h!
p-&¥Ai .>8pE"€KqiA=x116"0AF,- iA=xF&. .¢Kq - http://www.10mostlikedarchitecture.hk/page.php?67p,

&% «pE+6g? 2.6+ F<UNYY3F,(%fU.-2sB M,'3767p-&%Ai .>8pEli bA Aip,

12



&% pEL953.16°2/ F, 8151"\H/k b €JO "-yF,0m6
p-&¥.AT .>8pEL]ZFe Ai - 151"\H/k b p-(346 "« ¥Ai:]p,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rJ3900KoJkp,

&¥s pEF/¥AUT (I.p&%ali
p-&¥4AT . >8pE+HO+/0 F&I»&YapIZ

13



&Y4"6pE+2G>I»p--Zp,#n?< RY&(I.pp-#-p,
p-+2G>9»&¥4AT .>8pEli bA Aip,
p-n?< RY&°(I.p&¥:Ai .>8pEEdward Denison, Luke Him Sau, Architect: China's Missing Modern, p.222p,

&%¥4"é "pEOp! 6«"¢ YZOP/$/?2p--Zp #riA=x;W "hD p-p,
p-8&%AT >8pEli bA Aip,

14



&¥4"6 ApE1B.¢_E$I6«+ TEP-Zp #r IR_UX COP #°5 6«"¢ Y22 pbp,
p-10.¢_E$i6«+ 7E&¥4AT .>8pEhttp://hk.on.cc/hk/bkn/cnt/news/20140213/photo/bkn-
20140213132102602-0213 00822 001 01b.JPGp,

p-/R_0X C®P #°5 6«"¢ YZ'2&¥4AT .>8pEli bA Aip,

15



Y55/

1p, 66= @¥ (“
iA=x(I+ .CKg5/B ...[ZZIPAE

“l can tell you for a fact that there is no other building in Hong Kong that has adopted the reinforced
concrete external parabolic trusses. As far as | know, it is very likely to be one of a kind in Asia. Such a
structural system is more commonly used for bridges, and rarely for buildings.” p-email from Dr. Lee dated

3 Feb 2016p,

“If we think about it, the State/Empire Theatre is even more unique, in the sense that it is the product of
professionals from three different p-but relatedp, disciplines: Grey was a quantity surveyor, Liu was an
architect, and Lau was a civil engineer! Significantly, the project was led by the surveyor instead of the
architect, probably because Grey was the only one who had the Authorised Architect qualification. In the
past, trained architects, surveyors and engineers could qualify as Authorised Architect, which was changed
to “Authorised Person” after the W.W.Il because of complaints from the surveying and engineering
professions who did not like their professional identities to be confused with architects. And more
significantly, the dominance of the civil engineer in the design comes across very clearly — civil engineers
design bridges, among other civil engineering structures, and this explains the unusual structural system
for the theatre, which is one mostly used for bridges!” p-email from Dr. Lee dated 5 Feb 2016p,

2p, Dr. Andrea Hamilton

Director of Research

Senior Lecturer in Structural Engineering Materials

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Strathclyde University, University of Strathclyde

*Dr. Hamilton is also Visiting Lecturer at both The University of Hong Kong and The Chinese University of
Hong Kong

“The parabolic members of Empire Theatre are certainly among the first if not the first of their kind. During
the war, very little advanced construction happened, so the earliest buildings showcasing new design
were after the war. Also the concrete mix used would be completely unlike modern concrete and would be
worth scientific study because the building has lasted quite well. The parabolic construction is a pre-cursor
to the elegant work of Calatrava and who used similar construction styles much later.

“I'm really sad you have to defend such a building, conserving it should be the only option and not a
debate!”  p-email from Dr. Hamilton dated 17 Dec 2015p,

3p, 1Uf /A# (* p-Dr. Stephen Davies p,
BR™&3F/+" F<U+ 6«iA=xI®6«6«!2 M x &15iA=x= 3# B hDMaF« diA=x(i+ .¢Kq+ f 1c&DDE
#r.¢YOLEQV[%5 30

“I'd put good money on this being possibly unique and absolutely certainly extremely rare. After all, if
building large enclosed spaces this way had been at all common, there would be examples mentioned in
the architectural literature and as sure as eggs is eggs, there’d be an image or two that popped up on
Google when one searched.
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I've tried every variant | can think of using ‘exterior/external’, ‘tied’, ‘bowstring’, ‘arch’, ‘truss’, ‘roof’. 60% of
images that come up are bridges. 40% are internal tied bowstring arch roof trusses with the roof over the
top. So far not a single example of ANY sort of external arch roof truss has swum by.

My own take to help me get a handle on what I'm seeing is that the architects were having a stab in
concrete at something like what is now a very common design technique for lightweight tents. Create an
arch out of aluminium or carbon fibre poles. Hang the tent from them.” p- email from Dr. Davies

dated 22 Dec 2015p,

4p, &3FCLIMUDOCOMOMO p- http://www.docomomo.com/heritagep,

Under Threat: State Theatre in Hong Kong
by G.W. Grey, S.F. Liu, Hong Kong, 1952
DATE: 23/3/2016

State Theatre is the last grand Post-War stand-alone theatre structure still remaining in Hong Kong today.
Originally known as Empire Theatre when it opened to the public in 1952, it is a towering landmark in the
district of North Point in Hong Kong.

Designed by G. W. Grey and S. F. Liu, this representative example of Modern Movement architecture is
exceptionally valuable because of its singular roof construction. The remarkable use of "parabola-like"
concrete arches rising over the building is unique for a theatre in the entire world. This striking design
carries the reinforced concrete roof slabs over the auditorium, enabling a capacity of over 1.300 seats.
Further features of this rare roof construction include favourable acoustical conditions due to the special
curvature of the roof slabs, and beneficial isolation from external sounds for the main hall.

The theatre’s value also comes from the pioneering spatial solutions it offered to Hong Kong in the 1950s.
It was the first in Hong Kong to provide underground parking facilities for customers. After a conversion in
1959, which was also when the theatre name changed from Empire to State, the carpark was turned into a
shopping arcade and an apartment block was added behind the theatre. State Theatre was in operation up
until 1997, after which it was converted into a snooker hall.

Unfortunately, State Theatre is now endangered and there are rumours about its possible demolition. The
greatest threat to its existence is an on-going buyout of the complex that houses the former theatre. Upon
completion of the buyout, it is expected that the theatre will be demolished in favour of a high-rise
commercial/residential development to be constructed in its lot.

State Theatre is enlisted as one of the buildings to be assessed for potential grading by the Antiquities
Advisory Board of Hong Kong. However, it remains unclear when the assessment will take place. Despite
significant alternations done to the interior of the building, State Theatre is still undoubtedly a piece of
valuable built heritage, for its historical and cultural significance, as well as for the rarity of its architectural
structure. Therefore, the demolition of such a significant building for the understanding of innovative
architectural solutions must definitely be reconsidered, as it would be a major loss not only to the city of
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Hong Kong, but also to the recent history of architecture and to the research of pioneering construction
methods using concrete.

docomomo International would like to raise awareness on this case and express its full support to all
initiatives conducted against the possible demolition of such a significant example of built heritage.

Please refer to the enclosed report by Prof. Dr.-Ing. Jos Tomlow of Zittau/Gorlitz University of Applied
Sciences and also a member of the docomomo International Specialist Committee on Technology: Tomlow,
J., Report on the preservation of the State Theatre in Hong Kong and its possible nomination on a Heritage
list (1952). Zittau, Hochschule Zittau/Gorlitz, 2016.

Download PDF

18



#kO4o 5A

4¢.D\o 54E
&C&DF#YAR The Land Registerp,
+6+/0 F&9»&¥sMZ

05/Sy pE

"O+214: IA< _0\M : iA=xF,5'6CFEAN]—hP fi & p»A=x(I+ O6W{# B hp» 2005 . &

“O+ZI8pE &; 58/$!1apE=x,77 F&. [2° ép» OS—6 +&p-iA=xp 6+ea! # p» 2015. &

$ 1%0(OpE &C! «dA=xF ] Jynt : (i6«2<"é. F,4i 3 ép»iA=x(16«"2p» 2012 &

JE=E£.R Anv .RPE &/ RiA=x 1940s-1960s &p» +P 6 .?p-iA=xp,6+eg! # p» 2013. &

f fSp» HA=XFE/ f -%olV ip»"+5d+-/Ap-Mep pE 6Q2—W6 bpE O&3+ DC$ 'U5/*x ép-  25-31 gOp,p»iA=xpE
'E5/"Yp»1997 . &

nk(-7wpE @iA=x1Uf 3AYApYs; 6°af<kp» OS—6 +ep-iA=xp 6+eg! # p»2015. &

iIA=x.CKg-O+ 6«pE EAY1".¢Kg Q 2! HiA=x\0=™.¢Kg-OF ,+uZ &, iA=x.¢Kg-O+ 6« 2006 . &

R®/Sy pE

Edward Denison and Guang Yu Ren, Luke Him Sau, Architect: China's Missing Modern,
(Chichester, West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons Inc, 2014)

Gregory E. Guldin, “Little Fujian p-Fukienp,' Sub-Neighbourhood and Community in North Point,
Hong Kong”, Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society Vol. 17 p-1977p,, pp.112-
129.

May Holdsworth and Christopher Munn p-edp,, Dictionary of Hong Kong Biography p-Hong Kong
University Press, 2012p, .

Philip Reed p-edp,, The Travel Diaries of Peter Pears 1936-1978, p- Woodbridge: Boydell Press,

1995p, .

'UJ #r6Q2 pE

BiA=x-+$15+'U &

8S—y5eU &

€-+$16'U &

ey e

eUs7D5+'U &

&7 hPiA=x7 "2 "OHae_U'Up»ol 7 N0.29 €p»1960. 16° 19 5¢
Billboard Music Week

Hong Kong and Far East Builder

RTHK Radio 4 Fine Music magazine

The China Mail

The Quarterly Newsletter for The Hong Kong Heritage Project 2015/No.1, Hong Kong Heritage
Project

The South China Morning Post

M2 pE
19



Cinema Treasures - http://cinematreasures.org/

DOCOMOMO - docomomo.com

iA=x;W "\05A.S - http://www.funeralhongkong.com/

7 MZ7 5a'U9 fn&A 85XP 8 http://hk.on.cc/

1Uf 74 Talk Cinema - https://talkcinema.wordpress.com/

Vintage Hong Kong at Night - http://www.viewfromthisside.com

YOUTUBE - www.youtube.com

¥DOnkgOMAttp://yp.worldjournal.com/

"éKqiA=x- 116 0AF, - iA=xF&. .¢Kq - http://www.10mostlikedarchitecture.hk/
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