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?;;%Hﬁ &) > 2018 » No. 190 Nathan Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

It was believed that No. 190 Nathan Road was built before 1937, as the Historical
building was acquired by Madame Lau Tsung (or Chung) Tai (2[FA%F) that year. Interest
In 1941 it was recorded by the Japanese that the ground floor was occupied by a
shop and the upper three storeys were for residential use, while Lau lived on the

second floor at that time. In 1967 the ownership of the building was transferred to
her son George Koock, alias Chin Yow-ching (5§ ).

In 1970 the building was acquired by Kam Chan & Company Limited (#f2
HIR/\HE]). The company was co-owned by a prominent entrepreneur Ma
Kam-chan (F&#7/) (1909 — 1984) and others. In 1972, the building was sold to
Tai Mau Company Limited (K#APE/NE]), which was renamed Tai Sang Land
Development Company (KA HhE S E AR/ E]) (referred to as “Tai Sang”
hereafter) in 1973, with Ma being Tai Sang’s Chairman and Managing Director.!
It held the building for rental purposes. The ground floor had been occupied by a
shoe shop and later a jewellery shop, whereas the upper floors a wedding-gown
photo-taking company over the years. To date, the building, entirely used for
commercial purposes, is still owned by Tai Sang, with some Ma’s family members
on the Board of Directors.

This four-storey Verandah Type Shophouse is located at the southeast corner Architectural
of Austin Road and Nathan Road so that its front and side elevations are very Merit
prominent. The design of the exterior, rendered and painted, displays Art Deco
and Neo-classical influences. The Austin Road elevation has long balustraded
verandahs with rounded ends at each floor level with a matching typhoon canopy at
parapet level. The parapet wall to the flat roof is decorated with vertical fins.

There are two staircase bulkheads on the roof, one at each end. Windows and
doors facing on to the verandahs have moulded architraves. The ceilings to the
verandahs have moulded panels. The front elevation facing Nathan Road features
faux masonry columns and decorative balconies which have been enclosed by
glazing. The parapet is in the same style as the side elevation and features a
flagpole in the centre with a triangular shaped base. The rear elevation is rather

plain in comparison with regularly spaced windows.

This building has been quite well maintained. The design with Western-style Rarity,

As a businessman, Ma was one of the leading market providers of warehousing spaces, cold storage and general godown
services in Hong Kong between the 1950s and 1970s. He also founded Tai Sang Bank (AK4:§R%%) in the 1930s. As a

community leader, Ma served on the Board of Directors of Tung Wah Group of Hospitals in 1948 and 1949, and was the
Chairman in 1951.



decorative features is quite rare for shophouse. However, its authenticity has been
diminished by extensive refurbishment, including modern window and door
replacements, modern shop frontages and construction of a new staircase in

concrete with modern balustrading.

The social value of the building to the community lies in the commercial role
it has played in this busy part of Tsim Sha Tsui. Being situated on a prominent

corner it is quite a well-known local landmark with some local interest

The site location is at the crossroad between Tsim Sha Tsui and Yau Ma Tei
where has been busy, crowded and imperative along the history of Hong Kong.
Many other Western style historic buildings still remain in its vicinity such as the
former Whitfield Barracks (HiE(JEFREE ) (Grade 1), Kowloon Cricket Club
(KCC) (JLEEAREK®) (Grade 2), Gun Club Hill Barracks (f8 € ([ &) (Proposed
Grade 1), Rosary Church (E¢Bf %) (Grade 1), St. Mary’s Canossian College (G5
PEEFEF]ZE ) (Grade 1), Former Kowloon British School (Fij/JLFETLEERY)
(Declared Monument) and St. Andrew’s Church Compound (BE % {5 71 &)
(Proposed Grade 1).
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